
Back to Our Roots Estonia 2019

28 young people, 10 different languages, 2 weeks but only 1 goal: going back to

our Estonian roots and get introduced to its culture and language.

My name is Guillermo Bayer, I am 26 years old and I can proudly say that this

year I participated in the youth exchange called “Back to our Roots” organized by youth

organization Seiklejate Vennaskond, coordinated by Estonian Youth Work Centre and

financed by the Compatriots Program of the Estonian Ministry of Education and

Research.

Between the 19th and 30th of August I travelled around Estonia with other 27

young people from all over the world, including 7 local representatives that were our

guides during the whole program. In my case, I am an Estonian citizen born abroad, more

specifically in Buenos Aires, Argentina. My grandmother Ellen Liiv born in Alavere,

emigrated to South America in 1946. As many other young Estonians, I have always been

curious about my cultural heritage. Some participants of this program still have relatives

in Estonia, their families still speak Estonian language at home or in other cases it was

their first time discovering this beautiful country, as in my case.

This trip represented a multicultural exchange program that allowed us not only

to get in touch with Estonian traditions, history, traditional food, folk dances and language

but also with success stories (Start Up Age), innovative practices (e-Estonia) and

development opportunities (University life).



The program started in Tallinn where we were able to visit the Parliament,

Government, 3 Universities and get in touch with successful Estonian startups such as

TransferWise. After spending 4 days in the capital city, we continued our trip to Viljandi

and Põlvamaa. There we had the opportunity to hike around Soomaa National Park, tried

out Estonian sauna traditions, learnt Estonian national dances, went on a canoeing tour in

Taevaskoja and did many other activities I am sure you will also enjoy a lot. Finally, we

arrived at Tartu, our last city. Here we explored the student’s life, visited the Estonian

National Museum and had a traditional dinner with local families. I have to say, this

exchange program encompasses very diverse and dynamic and activities that have been

scheduled strategically.

I strongly recommend being part of this program and be able to learn about Estonia

in a very welcoming, multicultural and friendly environment and of course … in Estonia!

All the information related to this program can be found under the following link:

http://www.seiklejad.org/rahvuskaaslased.html

In case you have more doubts, you can contact rahvuskaaslased@gmail.com.


